********OUTREACH NOTICE**********

September 22, 2004

NORTHERN REGION, CUSTER NATIONAL FOREST

Billings, Montana

TITLE & TOUR:  Geographic Information System Specialist, GS-301-07/09

DUTY STATION:  Custer National Forest Supervisor's Office, Billings, Montana

The Custer National Forest will be filling a GIS Information System Specialist position. This position is a permanent fulltime position in the Supervisor's Office with a duty station of Billings, Montana.  

Forest Service employees on the Workforce Reduction and Placement list will receive priority consideration and CTAP/ICTAP candidates will receive the appropriate consideration.
ABOUT THE POSITION:  

The position is established in the Planning section of the Supervisor’s Office of the Custer National Forest.  The Forest GIS Coordinator directly supervises the incumbent. The position provides Geographic Information System computer expertise along with data base management knowledge as applied to resource management activities.  This includes the collection and integration of data into resource information datasets, GIS processes, programming and analysis, and GIS products.  Areas of application includes all natural resource areas and in addition includes the creation and adherence to standards, maintenance of program software, development of analysis techniques, and coordination with Forest Service programs. 

**OUTREACH RESPONSE
Interested applicants, or those desiring further information, should contact:

DeeDee Arzy, Forest GIS Coordinator

406.657.6205 ext. 273; 

E-mail: darzy@fs.fed.us

Please indicate if you have career or career-conditional status and the highest series and grade you have ever held. 

For information on the Billings area you can call:

Billings Area Chamber of Commerce

815 S. 27th Street

Billings, MT

800-735-5635

ABOUT THE BILLINGS COMMUNITY AND AREA:  

Custer National Forest, Billings, MT

Some Facts and Figures About the Custer NF:  The 1.2 MM net acres of land on the Custer National Forest lie predominantly in south central and south eastern Montana, with approximately 74,000 acres in South Dakota.  They are scattered from the northeast corner of Yellowstone National Park to the northwestern corner of South Dakota.  It is about 400 road miles between the eastern and western-most districts on the Forest.  Two of the communities within which ranger district offices are located are very rural (Ashland and Camp Crook).  The Beartooth Ranger District, in Red Lodge, is typical of a Mountain resort community.   Billings is the largest metropolitan area in Montana, and is only 65 miles from the Beartooth Mountains.   The Sioux Ranger District office is located in the northwest corner of South Dakota at Camp Crook, South Dakota, approximately 270 miles from Billings.  The Ashland Ranger District office at Ashland, Montana, is located approximately 120 miles south east of Billings, in southeastern Montana.  The Beartooth Ranger District office is located at Red Lodge, Montana, approximately 60 miles south of Billings.

Billings 

Where is It - Billings, Yellowstone County seat, is located in south central Montana.  The largest city in Montana, Billings became known as the "Magic City" soon after its founding in 1882.  Magic--because its growth was immediate and phenomenal.  From its humble beginning as a railhead for the Northern Pacific, Billings has blossomed into a cosmopolitan city whose population has nearly doubled every thirty years.  

Climate - High temperatures range between +20 degrees above zero in January to +100 degrees in July.  Low temperatures can reach -30 degrees in the winter, and range between +40-60 degrees in summer. Average rainfall is 14.6 inches and average snowfall is 57.0 inches.  Normal growing season is 133 days. The wind blows frequently with average winds around 11 mph, predominantly from the SW.  The sun shines in Billings 60-70% of the time!

The City - The City of Billings, seat of Yellowstone County, is located in south central Montana, within easy driving distance of Yellowstone National Park.  Nestled in the fertile valley of the Yellowstone River and framed on three sides of scenic mountain ranges, Billings is a blend of plains and mountain geographies.  Fed by numerous tributaries, the Yellowstone River flows in a northeasterly direction through the Yellowstone valley.   Valley soils are deep, well-drained loams and silty clays.  Sandstone cliffs from 300 to 500 feet high form a landmark border known as "rimrocks" to the north and east of the city.  Above the rimrocks, the land is primarily rolling hills with shallow to moderately deep soils of sandy and clay loams.  South of Billings, the terrain is characterized by rolling to moderately steep hills with high, flat tablelands.  The city encompasses a land area of approximately 30 square miles.  Yellowstone County contains 2,666 square miles.  Both city and county are the most heavily populated in the state.  The current population of the Greater Billings area is around 85,000 people.

Shopping and Services - Billings is a full service community.  It has numerous supermarkets, several small shopping malls, a good variety of restaurants, service stations, movie theatres, a daily newspaper ("The Billings Gazette"), three local television stations, several banks, savings and loans, and credit unions.  

Medical - In addition to its role as a trade, service, and energy center, Billings is the medical and educational center for the region.  The city's medical community provides the most advanced health care services in a four-state area.  Two modern and fully equipped hospitals, 16 clinics, and hundreds of physicians offer every major medical specialty and a complex range of surgical services and emergency care.  

City Services - Our city government is the mayor/council, City Manager type.  We have a 120-person police force, 90-person County Sheriff's Department, and a 123-person fire department.  Billings Logan International Airport is a regional hub served by several of the major airlines.  Interstate Highway System and several state highways serve billings.  Bus transportation consists of Greyhound and Intra-City bus service.  Billings has 49 municipal parks, two 18-hold public golf courses, and four courses at local country clubs.  "The Billings Gazette” is published daily, and there are four (4) local television stations, seven FM and five AM radio stations.

Housing - There is a wide variety of hotels/motels in Billings. Rentals (apartment and houses) are available, however, the choices are slim for those with pets.   There seems to be a number of houses on the market. The average sales price of property in Billings at $103,000.  Rental for a typical three-bedroom home is about $600-$650 per month.  We have several mobile home parks in Billings and several conventional and specialized nursing homes. 

Utilities - Natural gas is the primary source of heating homes in Billings.  Montana-Dakota Utilities services most of the Billings area for natural gas.  Electricity is provided by the Montana Power Company.  U.S. West Communications provides local calling service and optional products.  There are several long-distance companies offering their services.  Water, sewage and garbage-collecting services are provided by the City of Billings.  

Schools - Billings is part of School District 2, with 25 public elementary schools (grades 1-6), four public junior high schools (grades 7-8), and three public high schools.  There is one private catholic high school (Billings Central), and four other private schools.  In addition, Montana State University-Billings   (MSU), Rocky Mountain College, MSU-Billings State University College of Technology, and Yellowstone Baptist College are also located in Billings.

Recreation - Billings is the center of a recreational paradise.  Enjoy skiing at Red Lodge Mountain in winter, and in the summer there is fishing, floating, camping, backpacking or sports like tennis and golf.  Summer is also rodeo and horseracing season.  For hunting we have a variety of big game, with deer and upland birds found on all National Forest Districts.  Bighorn sheep, elk, and Rocky Mountain goats can be found on the Beartooth Ranger District, while the Ashland Ranger District has an excellent spring turkey season and white-tailed mule deer hunting in the fall.  Pheasant hunting is also popular around Billings. 

One of the most spectacular entrances to Yellowstone National Park, the Beartooth National Scenic Byway, is close to Billings.  Charles Kuralt called it the most beautiful road in America, and added, "Hearst would have built his castle on the Red Lodge-to-Cooke City highway if he'd known about it."  Other historic attractions include Pompey's Pillar, Boothill Cemetery, Pictograph Caves, and Custer Battlefield Monument.  

Employment - There are several major industries in Billings, which might provide jobs for spouses and children.  Among those are Deaconess Medical Center, St. Vincent Hospital and Health Center, Interstate Brands Corporation (Sweetheart Bakery), Cenex refinery, U.S. West Communications, Exxon Refinery, The Billings Gazette, Tractor & Equipment Company, Roscoe Steel, and Western Sugar.  There are also a number of other Federal Government agency offices in Billings.

Religious/Social - There are 116 churches in Billings representing over 30 denominations.  

Taxes - Montana does not have a sales tax.  However, there are both property and income taxes.

