ASPRS-RMR Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

August 18, 2009 
Participants:

S. Anderson, Secretary

K. Edwards, Communications

C. Hubbard, Rio Grande

R. Lawrence, Montana

J. Liedtke, President

S. Pelczarski, Communications

J. Young, National Director

Moderator: Liedtke
Meeting conducted vie Tele-Conference Bridge

Called to order:  12:05pm MDT

Treasury Report:  Submitted by Linda Meyers, covered by Liedtke.  Checking balance is $10,058.21.  CD balance remains the same since June 30 (plus interest).  This balances means that ASPRS-RMR is in a good position to cover our expenses for the remainder of the year, including GIS in the Rockies and scholarships.  

Jeff Young reported that Rocky Mountain Region is in a very good financial position, especially with respect to the Society’s newly adopted Financial Reserve Guidelines that recommend that National maintain cash reserves of 50% of expenses on an annual basis.
National Director’s Report – Jeff Young

Jeff reviewed the status and summarized content of ASPRS’s Buyer’s Guidelines for procurement of professional services (vs technical services).  Under final review, to be voted upon shortly by the Society’s National Board and Executive Directors.  
Jeff raised a concern that the industry segments represented in the Guidelines was too narrow and needed to be expanded to include Universities, National Laboratories and other academic and research institutions.
Jeff also gave background and context for the Guidelines, describing the Brooks Act and QBS (Qualifications Based Selection) objectives and procedures.

Rio Grande Chapter Report – Clyde Hubbard

Clyde reported that the Rio Grande chapter is also in a good financial position and has a budget of about $1,800.  At the last RG BoD meeting, they wanted to make sure they used the money to sponsor outreach, education and other ASPRS functions for the benefit of their members.
With the commencement of the new school year, activities are underway to ramp up the establishment of new student chapter activities.  Amy Budge is willing to help establish a student chapter at UoNM, but needs to find a facility champion/sponsor.  Other potential chapters include CNM, Las Vegas (New Mexico Highlands University and Luna Community College).  Clyde subsequently reported that NMSU has established their Student Chapter and held their first meeting.  Comment was made that students need to be sponsored by a faculty or active ASPRS member, and they need to be mentored.
The Rio Grande Fall meeting is scheduled for  October (date?).  At the meeting, the RG BoD will discuss budget issues, particularly how to raise more money for the region, and what events and activities to sponsor for this year.  Another topic to be discussed is the possibility of changing the term of RG Board members from 1 year to 2 years, staggered to maintain continuity.  There are 10 RG Board members.

Montana – Rick Lawrence
Rick contacted members from the Montana Lapsed Member call list – two will renew memberships – Good Job, Rick!
Rick is initiating the expansion and conversion of the Montana State student chapter to a state-wide student chapter.  Dr. Anna Klene , University of Montana, may be the supervisor/champion for the State of Montana Student Chapter.  Rick has the ASPRS National society contact information to investigate the conversion from the Montana State Student Chapter to the State of Montana Student Chapter (chapter name TBD). 

Rick reported that the AmericaView annual meeting is to be held in Sioux Falls, SD October 5,6.
Membership Outreach – Jeff Liedtke for Ramesh Sivanpillai

With the new school year approaching or in session, the ASPRS-RMR BoD’s activities to establish student chapters is ramping up.  Clyde Hubbard is the lead for the Rio Grande chapter, Rick Lawrence is the lead for Montana, and Sharolyn Anderson will contact Dr. Melinda Laturi (sp) about reinitiating the CSU student chapter.  A formal lead for the ASPRS-CSU chapter liaison will be determined at a later date.
A member of Ramesh’s immediate family is seriously ill and Ramesh is expected to remain abroad and generally unavailable for some time.  We hope for a full recovery.
GIS in the Rockies Report – Jeff Liedtke for Matt Cross
Only one month before the conference.  The three ASPRS moderators seem to be in good shape regarding the presentations for their tracks.  Matt has either contacted the moderators or received information about their tracks from the conference technical program chairperson.  Matt is in charge of the vendor showcase, which is well planned and organized.  20 Vendors are expected, and 400 conference participants.

Kendall Rhodes is helping with the conference proceedings program and other marketing/promotional material.  Liedtke supplied the ASPRS ad for the Program.

Job Fair has been rescheduled to Wednesday morning.

Liedtke will give an ASPRS overview presentation as part of a joint presentation with URISA and GITA.  The presentation will emphasize our unique stature such as longevity, establishment of Standards for the industry, student scholarships and peer reviewed journal.  

Rocky Mountain Compiler Newsletter / Communications – Kristi Edwards 

Kristi has received the web updating software and will get together with Sheila in the next few weeks to install the client version on her computer and test it.  This is the version she and  the student chapters may/will use to develop and update their web pages.
The due date for all the material for the Fall Newsletter is September 25.  
This will include the usual news material such as President’s message, National Director’s Report, Scholarship announcements, GIS in the Rockies Report (need volunteer for this).  Clyde will summarize the activities and meeting topics from the Rio Grande Chapter meeting.
Website Update / Communications – Sheila Pelczarski

Sheila will install and test the web updating software.  Sheila will update the website with minutes from our last meeting and other material.  The Jobs page is fairly up to date.

After Labor Day, Sheila will send a notice about the scholarship program.
